Web 2.0 and Social Media Handout
By Krista Baker (http://www.morningstarmultimedia.com) 
Social media sites are a subset of Web 2.0 sites that are built around social communities which thrive because their members contribute the bulk of the site's content. Then, other members can consume the content, comment on it, and even in some cases, edit it.

Common Web 2.0 sites you may have heard of include:

· MySpace: http://www.myspace.com  

· Facebook: http://www.facebook.com 

· Del.icio.us: http://del.icio.us
· Digg: http://www.digg.com
· Reddit: http://www.reddit.com
For a list of over 200 Web 2.0 sites, check out SEOMoz's 2007 Web 2.0 Awards at http://www.seomoz.org/web20
How to get started with blogging:

1) Cheapest and Easiest: Set up a free Blogger account in about 3 minutes: http://www.blogger.com


2) Easiest for Non-Tech Savvy Businesses: Set up a Typepad account (approx $50/year for basic package): http://www.typepad.com


3) Best Features/ Most Customizable: Set up a WordPress blog: Find a web host that has the Fantastico software package for 1 click setup or hire a web designer to set up WordPress (http://www.wordpress.org) on your server. For businesses, I would not use the free WordPress.com account.  You can find great WordPress themes at http://www.wpdesigner.com. 


4) Recommended Book: Blogwild! By Andy Wibbels - It's great for beginners who want to learn basic blogging terminology. 

Social Media Sites to Start Marketing Your Business:
1) Technorati (http://www.technorati.com) - Blog search engine that allows you to find blogs, see how many people are linking to your blog, check out the latest buzz in the blogosphere(http://www.technorati.com/wtf/) what's popular (http://www.technorati.com/pop/) and the latest and see the 100 most popular blogs (http://www.technorati.com/pop/blogs/).

2) YouTube (http://www.youtube.com) - Upload and share videos or watch what others have posted. You can even see who's watching the video you're watching (http://www.youtube.com/testtube). 


3) Squidoo (http://www.squidoo.com) - Set up an account and start creating lenses in about 2 minutes.  Join a group (http://www.squidoo.com/groups) or check out the 100 most popular lenses (http://www.squidoo.com/browse/top_lenses).

4) StumbleUpon (http://www.stumbleupon.com) - Set up an account, then download the browser toolbar to get started. Find out who's online now (http://www.stumbleupon.com/online_now.php), see popular websites (http://buzz.stumbleupon.com/) and videos (http://www.stumbleupon.com/video/). Once you set up your account, you can add friends, send email, or join various groups.


5) Yahoo! Answers (http://answers.yahoo.com) - Get involved with the community by asking questions or answering questions that have been asked. Be sure to include your website's description and url in your profile so people can find out more about you.

For information on who's using Web 2.0, download the Pew Internet survey, A Typology of Information and Communication Technology Users, published on 5/6/2007, at http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_ICT_Typology.pdf
Morningstar Multimedia LLC - www.morningstarmultimedia.com                                1

